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Safety&Courtesy
If you need special assistance, please see an usher.

Please silence all electronic devices before the 
performance. This includes watches, cell phones, 

pagers, and texting devices. 

Latecomers are asked to wait to be seated until  
an appropriate time during the performance.

The use of any recording devices is strictly prohibited.

In the unlikely event of an emergency please walk,  
not run, to the nearest exit.

All programs, activities, and services will be provided 
equally without regard to race, color, religion, national 
original, age, gender, sexual orientation, or disability.

Today, we celebrate the work of female composers from our lifetime. 
Frequent VN audience members will be familiar with the music of Alice 
Parker, Susan LaBarr, Eleanor Daley, Elaine Hagenberg and Gwyneth Walker 
from their previous appearances on our programs. We are delighted 
to introduce to you the music of Faith Zimmer, Rachel Grimes and Patti 
Drennan. The lyrics in our program vary from ancient, sacred texts to 
contemporary poetry, while the music offers a mixture of traditional a 
cappella choral writing, American spiritual and gospel, popular music idioms 
and even a re-imagined country song.  

Each year, the National Women’s 
History Alliance selects a theme 
for Women’s History Month. This 
year’s theme is “Moving Forward 

Together! Women Educating & 

Inspiring Generations.” It is fitting that several of the composers featured 
in this concert currently teach or have spent many years teaching music 
composition. Our first three composers are connected by that bond. Both 
Susan LaBarr and Faith Zimmer studied composition under Alice Parker. One 
of the most influential choral composers and arrangers of the last century, 
Alice Parker was revered by the choral community as a master teacher and 
conductor until her death in 2023. She most certainly inspired generations of 
singers, conductors and composers. Sally Herman, Rosephanye Powell and 
Patti Drennan also have enjoyed long careers as music educators.

Program Notes



By an’ By
Born in 1925, Alice Parker began composing in high school. She studied under 

and worked closely with Robert Shaw.  Until her death in 2023, Parker was 

highly sought as a master teacher of all things musical. An expert in American 

vocal  forms, she arranged over 200 American folk songs, hymns and spirituals. 

Her music is frequently performed by high school, university, community and 

professional choirs all over the world.

By an’ By presents the themes of hope for freedom, resilience and perseverance, 

and heaven as a place of rest and reward, The soprano soloist leads call and 

response sections contrasting sections of four voice imitative counterpoint.

O Magnum Mysterium
Another master teacher-composer, Sally Herman has “inspired generations” of 

musicians from elementary to college level.  She has conducted festival and All-

State choirs across the U.S. and has authored texts on music education. Her best 

known piece, O Magnum Mysterium, juxtaposes contemporary cluster harmonies 

with chant-like melodies honoring the ancient text of the birth of Christ. Astute 

listeners will notice a reference to Randall Thompson’s Alleluia at the end. 

O great mystery and wonderful sacrament,
that animals should see the new-born Lord lying in a manger!

O blessed is the Virgin, whose womb was worthy to bear Christ the Lord.
Hail Mary, full of grace: the Lord is with you.

Blessed is the Virgin whose womb was worthy to bear Christ the Lord.
Alleluia!

I Should Be Glad
Susan LaBarr is a composer and choral editor living and working in Springfield, 

Missouri. She writes… 

“I Should Be Glad” is a work that attempts to capture the gratitude that 

many of us feel as we live and work as artists. The poem expresses the 

sentiment that our hard work is worth the long hours if it means that we are 

able to put art into the world and make a difference in the lives of others. 

Beginning with a simple two-voice texture, LaBarr expands to four and then eight 

parts “symbolizing how music grows and changes as we touch more and more 

singers and audience members.”

The text is from Sara Teasdale’s poem, Compensation.

I should be glad of loneliness
And hours that go on broken wings,

A thirsty body, a tired heart
And the unchanging ache of things,

If I could make a single song
As lovely and as full of light,

As hushed and brief as a falling star
On a winter night.

Seasons of Gratitude
The youngest composer on our program, Faith Zimmer is a choral composer, 

singer/songwriter, poet, illustrator and worship leader in Springfield, Missouri. 

In addition to composing and writing poetry, Faith paints visual art, weaves 

tapestries, and teaches voice and songwriting lessons. 

Seasons of Gratitude was commissioned by Kickapoo High School, Zimmer’s alma 

mater. The text was written by Mr. Loren Broaddus, a history teacher at the school.  

She writes, “I hope that this piece reminds singers that gratitude allows us to 

transcend our circumstances, and that practicing gratefulness in every season can 

help calm anxious minds and hearts.”



Let the Life I’ve Lived Speak for Me
Dr. Gwyneth Walker is a renowned American composer known for her diverse 

musical output, including orchestral works, chamber music, choral compositions, 

and vocal pieces.  Her music is celebrated for its accessibility, emotional depth, 

and incorporation of various styles, often drawing inspiration from American 

folk traditions and poetry. Walker’s works have been widely performed and 

commissioned by orchestras, ensembles, and festivals throughout the United States. 

Of Let the Life I’ve Lived Speak for Me she writes …

The message of this memorial song is simple and honest. When 

my days are done (“when I come to the end of the road”), let my 

actions, my friendships, my struggles and my caring speak for me. 

There is no need for embellishment or praise. The truth, a plain-

yet-beautiful truth, will suffice. The musical arrangement presents a 

similarly direct language. Harmonies, such as the final cadence, are 

open and transparent. The unadorned melody will speak for itself.

.

Let the life I’ve lived speak for me.
When I come to the end of the road, and I lay down my heavy load,

Let the life I’ve lived speak for me.

Let the friends I’ve made speak for me.
When I come to the end of the road, and I lay down my heavy load,

Let the friends I’ve made speak for me.

Lay down your burden, and rest with the setting sun.
All the beauty of your life will shine when your day is done.

Let the love I’ve shared speak for me.
Let the love that I’ve tried to share, and the burdens I’ve struggled to bear,

All this life of joy and care speak for me

Psalm 134
Rachel Grimes is a pianist, composer, and arranger based in Kentucky. Local 

audiences may have heard her music performed by the Louisville Orchestra. With 

a wide range of musical involvement, she has toured worldwide as a solo pianist 

and performed at some of the world’s most diverse music festivals.  

Psalm 134 was written in 1997 for the ensemble EvenSong at the Chapel of 

St. Philip Neri (Louisville). This short psalm is a call to praise God at all times, 

particularly at night, by lifting hands and seeking HIs blessings.

Behold now, praise the Lord, all ye servants of the Lord.
Ye that by night stand in the house of the Lord, 

Even in the courts of the house of our God.
Lift up your hands in the sanctuary and praise the Lord.

The Lord that made heaven and earth, give thee blessing out of Sion.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.

As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

As the Deer Pants
Rosephanye Powell is one of the most prolific African-American female composers 

of our lifetime.  Her pieces are widely performed by top choral ensembles and 

festival choruses across the nation.  A singer, editor and teacher, Dr. Powell has 

earned wide acclaim and is commissioned by choruses all over the world. She is 

respected for her research in the music of William Grant Still, the African-American 

Spiritual and vocal health.

The text is based on the first four verses of Psalm 42 in which David expresses his 

deep longing for God. Powell’s dramatic setting is infused with jazz harmonies in 

the piano and voices.

As the deer pants for streams of water so my soul pants for You, O God.
My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.

Where can I go to meet with God?
My tears have been my food day and night, 

While men say to me all day long, “Where is your God?”
These things I remember as I pour out my soul, how I used to go with the multitude,

With shouts of joy and with thanksgiving, leading the procession to the house of God.



Lux Aeterna Domine
Patti Drennan taught secondary choral music for twenty-eight years and served 

as a church music director. She has composed over 500 choral pieces, as well as 

vocal and piano arrangements. In addition to composing and teaching, she has 

enjoyed an extensive performing career.

The antiphon Lux Aeterna Domine brings to mind the ancient custom of lighting 

candles during the Mass for the deceased and is thought to be a symbolic prayer 

for light.

Let perpetual light shine upon them, O Lord,
with your saints for ever,

for you are merciful.
Grant them eternal rest, O Lord,

and let perpetual light shine upon them.

Light of a Clear Blue Morning
Dolly Parton surely needs no introduction. She wrote Light of a Clear Blue Morning 

as a song of hope and resilience during a difficult time in her life. She had just made 

the difficult decision to leave her longtime musical and business partner, Porter 

Wagoner, to pursue her solo career in a more pop-oriented direction. This split was 

emotionally and legally challenging, and the song became her way of expressing 

the pain she was going through, but also the hope she had for the future.  

Craig Hella Johnson’s masterful arrangement of this song places a soloist in the 

foreground for much of the piece until the climactic moment when the choir joyfully 

exclaims “I can see the light, brand new day.”

In Remembrance
Eleanor Daley is a Canadian composer of choral and church music, a church 

choir director, clinician and accompanist. She lives and works in Toronto, 

Ontario. Among her best-known works are The Rose Trilogy and Requiem. In 

Remembrance is the fourth movement from Requiem. Set to a poem by Mary 

Elizabeth Frye, it is a poignant and reflective choral work that offers solace and 

comfort in times of loss and remembrance. Daley’s masterful use of vocal textures, 

expressive harmonies, and evocative melodies creates a tapestry of sound that 

resonates deeply with both performers and listeners. 

Do not stand at my grave and weep.
I am not there, I do not sleep.

I am a thousand winds that blow,
I am the diamond glint on snow,

I am the sunlight on ripened grain,
I am the gentle morning rain.

And when you wake in the morning’s hush,
I am the sweet uplifting rush of quiet birds in circled flight.

I am the soft stars that shine at night.
Do not stand at my grave and cry,

I am not there, I did not die.
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Measure Me, Sky
One of VN’s favorite composers, Elaine Hagenberg is celebrated as one of today’s 

leading choral composers, with music that “soars with eloquence and ingenuity” 

(ACDA Choral Journal). Renowned for her ability to seamlessly weave lush 

harmonic landscapes, captivating melodies, and evocative piano and orchestral 

accompaniments, she offers a unique blend of artistic sophistication and 

universal appeal—creating music that resonates with conductors, performers, and 

audiences alike. 

She writes ...

The effect of the poetry in Measure Me, Sky! is instantaneous. It’s as if one’s 

arms have been cast wide, and their eyes turned to the heavens to take in 

the expanse both around and above. By opening with accented arpeggios 

that immediately rise into billowing triplet figures, I wanted to launch 

singers into flight and invite listeners into the same breathless exclamation.

I was also inspired to learn that Leonora Speyer first started writing 

poetry in her forties—not as a young girl. By composing an ascending 

key change for the final refrain, a new harmonic world is revealed, calling 

us to venture into the unknown to discover our limitless potential.

Measure me, sky!
Tell me I reach by a song

Nearer the stars;
I have been little so long.

Horizon, reach out!
Catch at my hands,

stretch me taut,
Rim of the world:

Widen my eyes by a thought.

Sky, be my depth,
Wind, be my width

and my height,
World, my heart’s span;

Loveliness, wings for my flight.
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Want to support Voces Novae 
at no cost to you?

Enroll in Kroger Community Rewards …
your purchases earn us $$$!

 

All you need is a Kroger Plus card to enroll in the Kroger  
Community Rewards Program. After enrolling in the program,  

every time you shop at Kroger and use your card, a small  
percentage of your purchases go to support VN.  

Kroger Community Rewards is a separate program from Kroger  
Plus Rewards and will NOT affect your fuel points earnings.  

Enrolling in Kroger Community Rewards is easy!  
Just click the QR code to get started. 



Thank you for celebrating our 31st Season with us! 
We hope to see you at our next concert:

A Stop on the Underground Railroad
Saturday, May 31 at 3pm 

Sunday, June 1 at 7pm

Second Baptist Church, New Albany




